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NOTE FROM POOR MAN'S BEND.

Yes, Jim, I got your letter, and I nnswer-
“ed, it oid fricnd:

I see you nin't forgot the boys back here

_ on Poor Man's Bend.

I didn't know bLut “steikin® it" might
chanze my old..ime pard,

But I think you've gotthe kind of grit
that changes mighty hard.

I'd likoYto come nnd see you, boy, I o’ten
think of you;

But Wesiern manncers in die East, I size
it up wo' do, *

For foruy yeais end over I've handled
pick and pa.a.

And though I've got the lucre, hoy, that
tloesi't mnke the man,

I remembey well ihe days we spent up
here in Idaho,

A-washin' outl the two.cent dirt when
grub was getting low.

Do you recolleot the Injun figzht up on
the Lizhtning oy

How you and Jue'. wele jusuin timeto
save the old man's ha'r ¢

Bo never &1k of owing mea debi you
canot pry :

What's mine Is yous, remember i =
tiant's a1l 1 need o soy.

It's true, I picked youup a cub, as green
08 grass in spriaz,
But you had a look about ‘you, 'ad,
whici siiowed tie proper thing;
And when I doubled Wp wita youand
stood ha'f the camy, |

I knew we licd our foriunes made in old
“Aladdin’s L'“’?R-"

You sec that Eastern manners, when yon
get out in the wes;. -

Are not the sort of manncrs which the
miners like the besi:

And you had not been hardened, and
was kiad of pale and slim.

And dida't like to have them shoot, 8o
they celled you “Tender Jim."”

But when they jumped tie “A'addin’s
Lamp,"” my boy, you were on lheand,

And showed thet “Frisco” company the
way loswallow sand.

The boys a'l thought you'd weaken be-
fore the iow begun—

But I iol! you, pard, you nssayed their
Wiy up to the on;

And I say it was o bower, the first card
thet'you led,
When iheir captain tumbled dowa the
shaft, a bullet tiirougi ais hend.
Jtistruethat Jrck rnd I fi'led in, inn
quiot sori of way,

But we hoth ad been there before, f2om
“hlogsun” to “pay."”

Bo cut the ob’‘gzation biz, you got but
your jusi due;

For what you worked and fought for,
Ind, musi well be’ong o you.

Four hundred thousand dollars! whew!
it taltes my breaih sway,

After forty years of m'ning, at lastto
strike the “pay.”’

Alag! tooIate (excuse this blot, my old
eyed iill wih teais)—

‘Withiout a kiih or kinon carth to sooth
my waning years, °

"Tls diffv.eni, boy, with you, for now
your life is in iis prime,

Whi'e my lnst yerrs have come to me—
mine is the harvest time,

I ean't -y I regret the past; I have been
happy, too;

My rifie and my pick have been what
home must be toyou.

_Ba if you jnst excuse me, I believe I'll

. Aty out Wesl;
For old ausocinies here I know wi' suit
me Dbest.
And if you strike finenclal straits while
_ c'imbinzg up life's hill,
Just shiow your hand and take the pile
of yours, “Bed-Rock Bill"
—[Rocky Mouitain Eun.
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THE ART OF TEA BLENDING.

Melbo.we (Ausiralin) Lecder
gives the followiag review of a book
on the above subjeeci which will, we
think, be interesting to our renders:
The publication named is a little
manual which ten n erchants, brokers
and dealers will find most useful as
a guide in the art of shiccessful tea
mixing, There are works not a few
which treat of the history, growth,
manufacture and chemistry of tea,
but a handboek such as this, con-
taining & clear and concise account
of the various kinds of tea which
come into the market, and disclosing
the secrets of successful blending.
is a desideratum now for the first
time supplied by this little handbook
for the iea trade. The piesent is a
colonial edition, and is issued by

" Mr. Geuvige Robertson, with the con-

sent of the London publishers—
Mesars. W. B. Whitingham and Co.
A few remarks by M J. O. Moody
serves to inuoduce the work and to
indicate its character. The opening
T T 5

] t course pri-

marily desigoed for the guidance of
the and blender, yet it con-
consumers

nerally may profit.  The remark,
or instance, as to the aptitude of
tea to abserb finvors is one the pub-
lic need to be reminded of. ‘“I'ea,’”
we are told, ‘‘possesses n natural
aptitude to become impregnated with
the flaver of any product near which
it is placed, or to abworh to itself
any aroma by which it may be sur-
tounded. It is within the memoiy
of most tea trade men that a whole
caigo was flavored by wine; and
quite lately a large quantity of new
make ten was spm'lo:l] through beirz
stowed-near molasses. Kven in so
shoit n sleames voyage as the pass-
ing fiom one part of our island to
another teas have completely altered
their chareeter through being placad
near ovanges, &c; therefore iv be-
romes o point of great moment not
1o siov tees ‘00 near any produce
that emits a sitong avoma.”” Dircc-
iio1s in zegard to the brewing of ten
are commoi enovgh, but on reading
the diveciicns given in this chapier
we find that we have something yet
vo leria on the subject. ‘‘It may
seem siiange to be unlking thus
avout a subject which ench and a'l
seem to thiok they undersiand ; but
theie is no doubt thai almost as
much dissatisfaction is causad from
tea Deing carelessly brewed as fiom
the uze of infeiior tens, and retailers
would co well to impress upon the:
cusiomers he folowing facts:—
Fiisg, that the wate: used should be
as soit aid pave as can be ebiained.
Seccad, tuat the water should be
2 ilec a8 quieklly as possible, and
useC ai boiling poini; it must boil,
bui ic mist noi overboil, for should
ii Le allowed to simmer even for a
few minutes iv will not extrnci the
fell flavor foom the leaves. Tea
tasicis sie _mosi pavdcular in iiis
iespecy; they have lheir lectles
waichad; 8o that the water may be
used the insieng it boils; and if cny
waier ‘8 lefi in the keitle it is tuined
awey, for lhe effect of using waler
thas has beea boiled & second time
is the same as thet of water wiich
has been cllowed to ovethoil. Should
some junior, fiom cuaiclessnes: or
wani of knowledge, use waier ihai
has been oveiboi'ed, or that has been
boiled a second iime, the fasie will
deiscs i au o glance, a!! the infusions
beinz thin, and the wiole bateh
having a pzeulicr appearance which
ig ve.med ‘unhealihy.” HHow ofien
i !l this eniively overlooked, and
the wate: in the keitle pllowed o
boil all the afteraoon, and when the
vea is brewed (no meiter how fine
it may be—dhe finer it is the moue it
suffe.s) it altogeiher frils to plense;
and smer wonder, for instend of the
Vyely eiomat’'e flevor being repro-
duced in Vhe teacun, a lnipe propor-
tion of it is lost, and the heveirnze is
neithe: =0 prlntable nor so refieshin;
ns it wonld otherwise be. Third, al
thet poidon of e ten that can be
dissolved is extincled befoie the ex-
ni.tiion o wen mwijues; flve or six
miauiee is gencizlly suiiiciens, The
inTusionis hen as its besu; from
thai me it giadue 'y loses part of
iis ficvor, adl, if nllowed to siew
fo. half an hou or ea bous, it be-
comes du!l and mawkish.” ‘Three
or foue cheniers which follow arve
devoted to the principal vauleiies of
tea, being muinly descriptive of the
color of their leef end their licuor-
ing quelities. Nezt we have n chap-
ter or two giving a desc.iption of
India, Ceylon, Java, and Japan
tens. The whole concludes wiih ‘he
exhibiiicn of some specimen mix-
tuies, In these only three or four
teas rie suzgested for erch blend,
‘because; - a8~ the ‘author- obeerves,
“eomplicated combinaiioas should
not be atiempied until the blender
has obtained that praciical knowi-
cdge which can ouly be obinined
from the teachings of experience.'

-

The deacon's son was telling the
m'n’s ev ehovl Jdie  bees siinzing ii's
pa, axd the minisier inquired:
HSouag your po, did they? Wel’,
what did youe 22 oay?’ “Biep th's
way a mene* ,  eaic e oy, C Td
rach~ wiri per it (o you. ™

SL: de gt L, do you know wac'e
hopse iy is¥’ sdled p solean
locdag old man of a Wighi ccild
seae! on e cnrch .wens *Ye,
sy Ve God s hay he atav in,” e
auced as f1e old ge denia was
aboui w walk un he sens, ‘“fang
iy agze J's goie in Emope,”'

HCowe here, my litide fellow,
celd'n ‘zen lenin 10 a yonnyser of
five ye 4, while 5 .ininapalor
wie e a 120 com »ay was ascem-
bled. *Co yon know mef” “Yen ,
b “Wao am I Let me bearn”
“You ith Jhe man who kissed mam-
ma when papa was in New Youk,”

SCIENTIFIC.

If cometsin our northern hemis-
phere had bean marketable articles,
they would have been quoted at a
low valuntion lately, for they have
been a nuisance rather than other-
wise, Two are visible just now, one
being the brightest avd largest which
has appeared for 20 years past. But
its demands on euv altention are
most prepusterous, involving noth-
ing l2as than geiting up a litile before
5 in the movning if we wish (e sce
it] Of courge that is nothing to an
astronomer, but for laymen, why,
one remembers the advice Sheridan
is said to have given his son on his
wanting to go down a coal mine,
‘just to say he had been down!”
HOan’t you say so witiout going
dowa?’® However, this comet con-
not complain of lack of aitention,
No other comet that I am aware of
ever had an eiapevor for its observer.
But the Emperor of Brazil has {ele-
giaphed the 1resulis of his own
observations upon it to ihe Paris
Academy of Sciences. You will see
tins celesiinl visitor in your southern
skice even better than we behold it,
for the Emperor of Drazil saw it in
uvhe daytime, and it was also seen in
India. {Sodium and carhon have
both been detected in its spectrum.
The most remarkable note on the
comet comes from Mr. David Gill,
at the Cnpe of Good Hope, who was
waiching iis {vansit ncross the sun’s
dise, bui so brillinnt was ic that it
was invisible. In other woids. itg
light could not be distinguished frem
that of the sun.

“Dr. Lancaster, what on earth arve
you doing?” said a Whig reporter
w the physician at the city Alms
House yesieiday, as that gentleman
wes found administeving a big dose

of chloform to an old bern-yerd.

rooster in the hospital dispensary.

“Why, sir, this is the roosier sea-
son, and 1 am going v show that
both politicians and roosters without
heads can live in this free country,”
aiad he went to work carefully with
nis fine instraments and took off the
bird's head just above the ears, and
cautiously gathered uvp the muscles,
niieries and veins, and applied chemi-
ea's ‘o prevent the flow of blood.
Inio the neck of the biped he placed
a glass tabe—a channel through
which {o introduce food into the
cernw—nand then put the bird into a
box covered with cloth, with a hole
in the cenire for the headless meck
to go throvgh.

“In a few hours,” the doctor said,
Hihis chicken will wall: avound with
steady step o hrailess agent without
gight, thovght or feeling.”

Aad suie enough, the doctor was
dight, At & p.m. the chanticleer
wes wallang aboui the floor of the
disbeusary with ne care 2s o ihe re-
suli of ihie election or o8 o where
or when he weuld get the next meal.

The Zikniiz Zee, in Carniola, is
remazkable for the periodical disap-
pearnnces of the water every Sum-
mez, subiviranean pussages serving
as the channels of escape. A rapid-
ly-‘.'lpcning crop of grass sl some
quick-growing vegetables are gath-
eeq doring the Autumn from the
diy bed of the lake by the neighbor-
ing peasaints, A leiter from Lay-
bach repoiis a singular accident of
which this place was the theatre.
A pecsant woman nnd heir daughter
were beiny conveyed in a cavt roross
vhe bed of the Inke, which was still
cover2G with waier in some plitces.
Succenly the ca:t ead iis occupants
were n.ecipiinted into a clinsm,
lhi'ollgfl which the water was being
swillowed down in a great vortex,
and which had not been noticed till
too 'aie. 'With great difficulty the
womnn wuas rescued, but the child
and eait were sucked down into the
abyss below.

-

At the banquet given in honor of
the Agent Genernl of Victorla at
ue Coyatal Palace, near that gentle-
man sat a clever Irishwoman, — My,
Smi,’" said the lady, **you dont
look hanny." "“No, Mrs,—— I
am not, I am waitlog o let off my
speech; until I do that I can't en-
Joy myself.”” “T'll tell you a story,"
snid the Indy, “A friend of mine,
Mps, Macusmara, had a servant's
festival, nnd plenty of visitors from
Englaad, Am.og other diveisions
a c.icket match was improvised, and
one man pleyed in a long grent-coat,
v1e vesi having stripped to the spors
a8 beflited the heat of ihe day.
One of ihe visitors inquired ‘why
the man insisted in keeping his cont
on? ‘Bedad, sir,” said oae of his
friends, ‘I'm thinking it's because
he has no confidence in his shirt!’
Now Mr. Smith, cheer up, and do
bave confidence in your shirt,”

MR. SPOOPENDYKE MAD,

“Say, my dear!" roared Mr.
Spoopendyke, as he dashed into the
room and fell into & chair, *‘did you
know (hat that section of a stove
pipe, with bandy legs and a Preshy-

F terinn steeple mose, had published a

book about you and me?”’

‘‘Nol,, exclaimed Mrs. Spoopen-
dyke. “You don't tell me! Is it
anything like Napoleon Bonaparte
crossing the Alps?'”

“No, it ain’t anything like
Napoleon Bonaparte erossing the
Alps!" snorted Mr. Spoopendyke’
“And it ain't anything like Julius
Hannibal crossing the Hellespont!
Nor it ain’t anything about Qucen
Victoria!  It's about you and me, I
tell yon! It's all about our private
life, and the idiot always represents
me a8 going to bed mad!”

“I don't think that there's any-
thing in ous private life to be ashnm-
ed of,’ snid Mrs, Spoopendyke,
“and as to your going to bed mad
you generally do, don't you, dear?'*

“What if I do?”"  howled Mr,
Spoopendyke.  “‘S'pose 1 want (o
£0 to bed on every news stand in the
countiy dene up in cheap binding
and bad type? Think I want posters
out on the fances, ‘Spoopendyke
going to bed mad, in paper 25 cents ;
Spoopendyke goirg to bed mad, with
additions and preface by the nuthor,
price 50 cents;  Spoopendyke going
to bed mad, bound in cloth with
beveled edges; childven cry forit
and doctors recommend it, price $17,
Got an idea that I want to go to bed
mad in twenty-four editions, with a
row with a_news company, printers’
bills unpaid and a paper manufact-
urer howling for his money? Wah-h-
h-h!"' yelled Mr. Spoopendyke. *‘It's
a book, I tellyou! Cut on the edges,
pasted on the back, covered on the
outside and reading matter all ove:!
Know what a book is? The only
difference between a book aud your
mouth is that the hook shuts up once
in a while! Who gave him the fucts!"’
and Mr. Spoopendyke leaned hack in
his chaiv and frothed at the mouth.

What coes the man say in his
book '’ asked Mrs. Spoopendyke.

‘‘He don’t say anything! He don't
get o chance!  You do all the talk-
ing like you do at heme! O, you're
a great woman now | It's Mrs. Spoop-
endyke this, and Mrs. Spoopeadyke
that, and Mrs. Spoopendyke around
the corner, and Mis. Spoopendyke
over the fence.  Shakspeare’s no-
here!  You are the leading literary
character of the day, Who gave him

“the facts? Who purveyed theinforma-

tion? Who told him you were an idiot
that only needed a wash bill and a
brother-in-low to be a Guitean
trial?"’

“I don’t quite know what you
mean,”” faltered Mrs, Spoopendyke.
‘I know about the Guiteau trinl and
I hope Mr. Horter will win it But I
don’t, know anything about being
literary, and as for Shakspeare, 1
he is almost as abstruse as the Board
of Educavion."” ,

“What 1 want to know- is, who
gave him the facts!” roared Mr,
Spoopendyke.  **Who gave this ten
cent author with n five ‘acre reputa-
tion the facts?  How'd he ever find
out that yon didn't know any more
aboui keeping a bank account '

. MI'msare I don’t know, dear,”
said Mrs. Spoopendyke soothingly.
**Maybe he is ouly a newspaper man
who publishes facts first and then
trusts to luck to find them out after-
ward, What does he say about me "’

““Say about you!'' squealed Mr,
Spoopencyke,  “‘He don't say
enough! He only leaves the im-
pression that a dinmond diill, a steam
engine, fair weather and low wages
might make an impression on your
skull! Do you appreciate the enor-
mity of the situation? Do you reach
out and grasp, comprehensively, the
unelterable fact that your market
vilue is twenty-five cents in paper
and 81 in cloth? Can you absorl) the
idea that in illusirating youe red,
whice anc blue virtues he has dragged
me into iis 200%, 50 us to give char-
acter (o '’

**Does he mention you, too#"” ex-
claimed Mrs, Spoopeicdyke, with an
air of indigaation,

Mr. Spoopendyke rose to his fect,
Slowly he divested bhimself of his
clothing and slammed the various
witiclos on the floor, keeping his cye
fixed on his trembling wife,

“Mrs, Spoopendyke,’” said he, as
he pranced inio bed, “be kind enough
to regard me as the cheap edition,
The honor of cloth, with beveled
edges, gold letiers on cover aud the
name spelled w belongw to you.
With that and yonr literery atiain-
ments, combined with your disposi-
tion to reflect diseredit on an iusane

jnokass; you only need your corners
turned down, your hack torn off to
be a circulating libraryl"”  With
which profound illustrailon of his
coniempt for the situalion, Mr.
Spoopendyke drew’ his' plilow over
hig head and kicked vigorounsly.

S don't carve,”” thought Mrs.
Spoopendyke, as she ran s gathering
st:ing chrough the neck of the baby’s
new wrapper; “*if the man says thal
M+ Sp.opendyke goes to bed mad
every night he tells the: truth, end if
he does that I d.w't care what he
says ahout me.

And Mis. Spoopendyke crawled in
on her side of ihe covch and then
flopped out ngain to sce if the man
undes the bed had not by some
possibility got into the match safe
and pulled the cover over himself.—
[Brooklyn Eagle,

THEATRE-GOERS

The question which is asked by
theatre-goers, lost in astonishinent
at the advence which ‘sensation’
has made, is, will it last and keep
possession of the stage for a few
yeurs? It hacdly secws probable
that it can, as the apeiite for this
kind of thing must not be fed on the
old meats; that all dramatists
theoughly well undersiand; some-
thing uew mast be given, and some-
thing more highly spiced; but is this
possible? Has not every hocror and
every bt of realism been seized hold
of by the blood-amd-thunder srriters?
If we teave! as fur as the Standard,
in Shoreditcn, we shall see a few
osiginal sensations in iht new picco
by Mr. James Wiling, called Z%e
Ruling Passion. Oue of the sen-
sations to be seen is the filling of a
real balloon on the stage—it actually
rises of itself. Gas is not used, but
heated aiv; and the difficelty was at
first to get it to escape quickly, as
the halloon has to col'apse and let
the heroine fall into the sea. The
hot a*> wouid not -csh out at ihe
boitom of tae ba'leo:x, and it was
therelore neccssary o contrive a
mechanical opening at the top. This
is effectun’, and the balloon is empty
in less than a minute, In this
balloon voyage all the horrors of a
sudden desceat into the sea and
peril of drowing are to be realised,”
gimilar to what took place In the
Channel some few years ago, when
a Frenchman and his wife nearly
loit their lives.  Tn this piece. there
is also a stream -of waier tilised as
reel rain,  There is & new piece
about to be inirodvced at the
Adelphi, in which the:e isto be a
real coal-mine explosion and a blow-
up.  Whatever are we coming to in

ihese days of dramatic sensation-
alism?

DAMON AND PYTHIAS.

In the Laramie Boomerang, Bi"
Nye gives the fellowing as the truc
Listory of Damoi and Pythias wero
named afier a popular seciet organi-
zation beeause they weire so solid on
each oiher. They thought more of
cach other than anybody. They
borrowed chewing tobacco, and
were always social and pleasant,
They slept together and unitedly
“stood eoft'" the landlady from
mouth to month ia the most cheerful
aind harmonious manver, If Pythias
snored in thé night like the binst of
a fog horn, Damon did not get mad
and kick him in the siomach ns some
would have done, He gently but
frmly took him by the nose and lifted
him up and down ie the merry
ryihm of “T'he Bubies in Our Elock. ™
They loved eagh other in season and
outrof season. Their affecticn was
like the soft bloom on the noke of a
Wyoming legislator, It never grew
Fa ¢ or wilted. It was always there,

f Damon was a8t tlic hat Pythins
was on deck, If Damon went to
church and invited starvation, Py-
thias would go, too, and weuld vote
on the handsomest baby until the
First National bank of Syracuse
would refuse to honor his checks,
But one day Damon got too much
Budge and told ihe venerable and
colossal old royal hummer of Syra-
cuse, Dionysivs what he thought of
him, Then Dionysius, told the chicf
engireer of the sausage grinder (o
turn on steam and prepare for buis-
ness. But Damon thought of Pythias,
and how Pyihias hadn’t so much fo
live for as he had, and he made a
compiomise hy offering to put Py-
thias i souk while the only gennine
Damon went to see his gidl, who
lived in Albany. ‘“Three days were
ghreu him to get around and vedeem

yibins, and if he failed his frlend
would go io protest,

We will now suppose three days
to have elapsed siuce the procecds
ing. A large party of enthusiastic
viilzous of Syracuse gathered around




